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Many questions have been raised regarding the new low lead initiatives being implemented by NSF and 

Congress.  Here is an overview of the new regulatory requirements; in addition to answering some 

frequently asked questions. 

 

Overview of Regulatory Changes 

 

NSF/ANSI Standard 61 (Annex F) 

 Reduces the allowable lead leach maximum limit of 0.08% (5 ppb) for all NSF Standard 61 

certified products 

 All existing NSF Standard 61 approved products will be retested to the new requirement in order 

to maintain NSF Standard 61 approval 

 Effective Date: July 1, 2012 

 

NSF/ANSI Standard 372: 

 New lead content only approval standard that replaces NSF/ANSI Standard 61, Annex G 

 NSF standard in accordance with California AB1953 and new national lead-free law requiring a 

0.25% (15 ppb) maximum lead content for all wetted components 

 Effective Date: October 1, 2010 

 

S.3874, Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act 

 New national law (amending the Safe Drinking Water Act or SDWA) requiring products in 

contact with drinking water to a 0.25% (15 ppb) maximum lead content for all wetted 

components using a surface based averaging formula 

 The new NSF Standard 372 will provide independent third party verification to the law 

 Effective Date: January 4, 2014 
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Questions & Answers 

 

Are my water meters and other system components compliant with the new standards for lead leach 

and content? 

The following Sensus products comply with NSF Standard 61 (Annex F and G) and NSF Standard 

372 (Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act). 

iPERL  accuSTREAM  Low Lead (BIA or EBII) SR and SRII 

OMNI  accuMAG  Low Lead W-Series chambers 

 

If I remove a meter from service for testing or repair, can I put it back into the system? 

If a meter is physically removed from service and it does not comply with the regulations or 

standards, it should not be re-installed.  A compliant product must be installed. 

 

Why has Sensus chosen alternative materials (i.e. composite, coated iron, etc.) instead of bronze 

material? 

For more than 100 years, Sensus has continued to deliver products that meet the highest 

standards for quality, reliability and innovation.  New technology and materials enables us to 

provide our customers metrology products to meet the low lead laws while maintaining and 

exceeding the product excellence our customers have come to expect.  In addition to improving 

the strength characteristics of the products, these materials enable us to maintain a more stable 

pricing structure going forward (where we are not tied to fluctuating copper prices).  

Furthermore because the EPA’s contaminant level goal for lead in drinking water is set at zero, 

by using alternative materials that contain zero lead, we will be in compliance with all future 

changes to the NSF standards and government laws regarding lead. 
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Do these requirements apply to my utility? 

Drinking water system components fall into two categories of regulation 

– Municipal and distribution products up through the water meter are typically regulated 

by state drinking water agencies 

– Water distribution systems downstream of the water meter or inside a building are 

typically regulated by state or local plumbing codes 

46 states have legislation, regulations or policies requiring or recommending drinking water 

system components should comply with NSF/ANSI Standard 61. 

 

Refer to Appendix A for Associate of State Drinking Water Administrators (ASDWA) Member 

Survey on State Adoption of NSF/ANSI Standards 60 and 61. 
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Appendix A 
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